
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  AUGUST 05, 2021 

CITY OF AUGUSTA  

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY CENTER 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 05, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 

 
There was a pre-meeting of the City Council in Conference Room A at 6:30 p.m. No Council actions were taken at 

pre-meetings. Pre-meetings are open to the public. 

 

All Present: Councilors Judkins, Michaud, Lind, LaRochelle, Allen, Conti and Pouliot 

All Absent: Councilor Alexander, Mayor Rollins (Mayor Rollins attended to present the REX award) 

 

Motion for Councilor Lind to preside over the meeting 

By: Conti  Second by: Allen 

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Mayor’s Recognition of Excellence Award to the Greater Augusta Back to School Program 

 

United Way Community-Wide Goal Setting 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Event August 14, 2021 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

21-127  City Manager – Bureau of City Clerk 

BE IT ORDERED, that the minutes of the City Council Business Meeting held July 1, 2021 submitted by the 

City Clerk’s office be hereby approved. 

 
21-128  City Manager - Bureau of Audit 
BE IT ORDERED, that the Roll of Accounts for June 2021 in the amount of $5,833,744.40 be hereby 

approved. 

 
21-129  City Manager - Bureau of Audit 
BE IT ORDERED, that the Roll of Accounts for July 2021 in the amount of $6,646,033.52 be hereby 

approved. 

 

21-130  Mayor Rollins 

BE IT ORDERED, that Robert Corey be reappointed to the Planning Board for a term to expire September 20, 

2024. 

 

Motion for passage of consent agenda orders 21-127 through 21-130  

By: Conti  Second by: Judkins    

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

OLD BUSINESS AND TABLED MATTERS: ORDERS AND RESOLVES 
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21-100  Councilor LaRochelle  
BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to prepare a Request for Proposal for the sale of 

the unimproved land at 1 Park Street, Map 39 Lot 32, so as to enable the development of multi-family housing 

on said property. 

 

Motion to remove order 21-100 from the table  

By: LaRochelle  Second by: Pouliot   

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

Motion to amend order 21-100 as follows: 

By: LaRochelle Second by: Allen  

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for quality, affordable housing in the City of Augusta; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is an opportunity to reuse the vacant, city-owned parcel at 1 Park Street (Tax Map 39/Lot 

32); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Augusta Housing Authority is committed to improving housing conditions for low to 

moderate income individuals in the community; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is authorized to sign a three year option 

agreement with the Augusta Housing Authority for the purchase of 1 Park Street (Tax Map 39/Lot 32) for the 

purpose of constructing new affordable housing with a minimum of 24 units, as defined by the Maine State 

Housing Authority and/or the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development for $1 (one 

dollar). 

 

Motion for passage of order 21-100 as amended 

By: Judkins  Second by: Allen   

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

NEW BUSINESS: ORDERS AND RESOLVES 

 

21-131  Mayor and Council 

BE IT ORDERED, that the Augusta City Council does hereby request that Governor Janet Mills call a special 

election for the vacant House District 86 seat for November 2021 and that the City Manager convey this 

message to the Governor as soon as possible. 

 

Motion for passage of order 21-131 

By: Michaud  Second by: Conti   

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

21-132  City Manager – Bureau of Tax Collector 

BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council approve the Certificate of Settlement, Warrant for Completion of 

Collection, and Certificate of Recommitment for fiscal year 2015 through fiscal year 2022.   
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Motion for passage of order 21-132 

By: Conti Second by: Pouliot   

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

21-133  Mayor and Council 

BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is authorized to disperse $12,000 from the Colonial Theater reserve 

account to serve as a local match for an $18,000 Certified Local Government grant award on behalf of the 

Augusta Colonial Theater. 

 

Motion for passage of order 21-133  

By: Conti Second by: Pouliot  

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

21-134  City Manager  

BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding in the amount not to exceed 

$30,000.00 from Dirigo Safety, LLC for the purpose of administering the enforcement of underage drinking 

laws on behalf of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Tobacco and Substance Use Prevention 

and Control Program. The EUDL Programs purpose is to reduce underage drinking and alcohol-related 

unintentional injuries and car crashes in Maine. There is no local match requirement in order to accept this grant 

funding.   

 

Motion for passage of order 21-134  

By: LaRochelle Second by: Pouliot   

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

21-135  City Manager  

BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is authorized to accept grant funding in the amount $17,566.62 from 

the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance, Edward Byrne 

Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program, FY2021 Local Solicitation.  The grant of $34,331.00 is distributed 

between three agencies, (Augusta, Waterville and Kennebec County), with no local match required.  Grant 

funding to the Augusta Police Department will be utilized to purchase traffic cameras which includes web based 

control. There is no local match for this grant.   

 

Motion for passage of order 21-135  

By: Pouliot  Second by: Allen   

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

OLD BUSINESS: ORDINANCES - SECOND READ     VOTE REQUIRED 

 

21-126  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held multiple workshops and public hearings regarding rezoning parts of 

Riggs Brook Village District to Planned Development and Rural Residential; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board unanimously recommends changing the districts as shown on the attached 

map;   
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NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council of the City of Augusta hereby amends the 

official zoning map as identified in the attached map. 

 

Motion for passage of order 21-126  

By: Pouliot  Second by: Allen   

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

NEW BUSINESS: ORDINANCES - FIRST READ     NO VOTE REQUIRED 

 

21-136  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the Maine Legislature recently enacted several laws intended to encourage development of 

renewable energy projects in the State of Maine;  

 

WHEREAS, as a result of these new laws, developers are proposing unprecedented numbers of commercial 

solar energy systems throughout the state; 

 

WHEREAS, the increased location and operation of large solar energy systems within the City of Augusta 

raises legitimate and substantial concerns about environmental, health and safety impacts of such uses, their 

appropriateness in certain areas of the city, as well as visual impacts and other considerations related to the 

appropriate siting of these systems;  

 

WHEREAS, the City’s current ordinances are insufficient to prevent serious public harm that could be caused 

by the unregulated development of large solar energy systems; 

 

WHEREAS, a moratorium is necessary to allow the City to analyze and plan properly for increased 

development of large solar energy systems; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council, Planning Board and Code Enforcement Bureau shall study the current Code of 

Ordinances to determine appropriate amendments to address large solar energy systems; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that such a study, review, and development of recommended Ordinance, changes 

will take at least one hundred and eighty (180) days from the date the City enacts this Moratorium Ordinance; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Augusta, that the following 

Moratorium Ordinance on Large Solar Energy Systems be, and hereby is, enacted and, in furtherance thereof, 

the City Council does hereby declare a moratorium on the location, operation, permitting or licensing of large 

solar energy systems within the City. 

 

For the purposes of this Moratorium, “large solar energy systems” is defined in accordance with Section 300-

202 of the City Code, to wit, “a system for transforming solar energy into another form of energy either for 

electrical or heat generation purposes,” where the system is 15,000 square feet or larger. 

  

This Moratorium Ordinance shall take effect once enacted by the City Council, in accordance with the 

provisions of the Code of Ordinances, but shall be applicable as of August 5, 2021 as expressly provided below. 

The moratorium shall remain in effect for one hundred and eighty (180) days from the effective date of this 

Ordinance, unless extended, repealed, or modified by the City Council, for the express purpose of drafting an 

amendment or amendments to the current Code of Ordinances to protect the public from health and safety risks 

including, but not limited to, compatibility of large solar energy systems with existing and permitted uses in 

residential, commercial and industrial zoning districts. 
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Motion to waive further reading of order 21-136 

By: Conti  Second by: Pouliot    

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that notwithstanding the provisions of 1 M.R.S.A. § 302 or any other law to 

the contrary, this Moratorium Ordinance, when enacted, shall govern any proposed large solar energy system 

for which an application for approval has not been deemed complete by Planning staff and been the subject of at 

least one substantive review meeting by the Planning Board prior to August 5, 2021, the applicability date of 

this Moratorium Ordinance; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that unless exempt pursuant to the preceding paragraph, no person or 

organization shall develop or operate a large solar energy system within the City on or after the August 5, 2021 

applicability date of this Moratorium Ordinance without complying with whatever ordinance amendment or 

amendments the City Council may enact as a result of this Moratorium Ordinance; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that during the time this Moratorium Ordinance is in effect, no officer, 

official, employee, office, administrative board or agency of the City shall accept, process, approve, deny, or in 

any other way act upon any application for a license, building permit or any other type of land use approval or 

permit and/or any other permits or licenses related to a large solar energy system; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that those provisions of the current Code of Ordinances that are inconsistent 

or conflicting with the provisions of this Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent that they are applicable 

for the duration of the moratorium hereby ordained, and as it may be extended as permitted by law, but not 

otherwise; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any large solar energy system is established in contravention of this 

Moratorium, each day of any continuing violation shall constitute a separate violation of this Moratorium 

Ordinance, and the City shall be entitled to all rights available to it in law and equity, including, but not limited 

to, fines and penalties, injunctive relief, and its reasonable attorney’s fees and costs in prosecuting any such 

violations; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that should any section or provision of this Moratorium Ordinance be 

declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such a declaration shall not invalidate any other 

section or provision. 

 

Emergency Declaration 

 

The City Council declares the existence of an emergency because the Code of Ordinances is insufficient to 

prevent serious public harm that could be caused by the insufficiently regulated development of large solar 

energy systems, thereby necessitating a moratorium to provide an opportunity for the City to review large solar 

energy systems’ potential impacts and harm, and to amend its Code of Ordinances to mitigate the potential 

impact and harm on the City and its residents. 

 

In accordance with Article II, Section 9 of the City Charter, this Moratorium shall be enacted as an emergency 

ordinance.  It shall stand repealed as of the one hundred and eighty-first (181st) day following enactment, unless 

the City Council shall have acted to extend it. 

 

Motion to waive second reading of order 21-136  

By: Conti  Second by: Judkins 

Yeas: 7 



BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  AUGUST 05, 2021 

Nays: 0 

 

Motion for passage of order 21-136  

By: Allen  Second by: Judkins    

Yeas: 7 

Nays: 0 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Committee Reports  

City Manager’s Report 

 

Meeting adjourned: 8:33pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kelly J. Gooldrup, City Clerk 

August 12, 2021 


